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Vlamis Software Solutions 

• Vlamis Software founded in 1992 in Kansas City, 
Missouri 

• Developed more than 200 Oracle BI systems 

• Specializes in ORACLE-based: 
• Data Warehousing 

• Business Intelligence 

• Design and integrated BI and DW solutions 

• Training and mentoring 

• Expert presenter at major Oracle conferences 

• www.vlamis.com (blog, papers, newsletters, services) 

• Beta tester for OBIEE 11g 

• HOL Coordinator for 2013 Collaborate Conference 
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About Me 

• I have worked as both the Office Manager 
and as a Consultant with Vlamis for over a 
dozen years. 

• I am responsible for all Amazon Web 
Services management and training within 
our team. 

• I have worked with clients with Oracle BI, 
Oracle OLAP, Application Express, and BI 
Publisher. 

• I love giving training and answering 
questions. 

• I am a regular performer with the Kansas 
City Renaissance Festival and various 
historical theatrical events and vaudville.  

• It is real. I use Clubman Mustache Wax. 
No, I do not use curlers.  
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Thank You Amazon AWS 

A big THANK YOU to Amazon AWS, and especially 

Bruce Burns (bb@amazon.com) for sponsoring 

yesterday’s hands-on labs and providing a rock-solid 

hosting environment for us to make use of. 
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Objectives 

• Review several technical training environments and the 

challenges and benefits of each. 

• Amazon Web Services (AWS) Overview 

• Tips and Tricks for Computer Lab Classes 

• Witness the ease of using a self-serve Oracle Business 

Intelligence server for on-demand and hands-on 

training.  
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Technical Training Environments - 

Challenges 

• The bullet proof training environment must handle: 

• Hard Errors 

• Oops, I didn’t follow the instructions 

• Vandalism - I was only trying to check FaceBook and… 

• You must fit the hardware and labor of maintenance in 

the always strained training budget. 

• The answer doesn’t make your hair fall out, or worse, 

your manager’s. 
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Technical Training Environment Examples 

• Simulation Computer Based Training 

• Cloned PCs 

• Centralized Servers 

• VMWare 

• VirtualBox 

• Oracle OnDemand 

• Amazon Electronic Compute Cloud (EC2) 
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What works and what doesn't work?  
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• Simulation Computer Based Training 

• What Works:  

• Does not require internet connectivity 

• Total control 

• Secure 

• Vandal proof 

• What doesn’t Work:  

• Expensive equipment and software 

• Limits class size 

• Does not allow for exploration or deviation from exercises 



What works and what doesn't work?  

Copyright © 2012, Vlamis Software Solutions, Inc.  

• Cloning PCs and Centralized Servers 

• What Works:  

• Does not require internet connectivity 

• Total physical control 

• Secure 

• What doesn’t Work:  

• Expensive equipment 

• Hard limits to class size 

• Time for cloning and setup 

• If something breaks during class, fixing it can be impossible 



What works and what doesn't work?  
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• VMWare and VirtualBox 

• What Works:  

• Does not require internet connectivity 

• Total physical control 

• Secure 

• If something breaks during class, fixing it is often easy 

• What doesn’t Work:  

• Expensive equipment 

• Limits class size 

• Time for cloning and setup 



What works and what doesn't work?  
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• Oracle OnDemand and Amazon Electronic Compute 

Cloud (EC2) 

• What Works:  

• No expensive equipment.  

• Attendees can even bring their own laptops. 

• Easy fixes for in-class failures 

• Scriptable and dynamic tool sets 

•  What doesn’t Work:  

• Requires internet connectivity 

• No physical control 

• Security concerns if you use your own data 



Amazon Web Services – What is it? 

• EC2 - A large and responsive IT department that has a 

seemingly infinite hardware and software budget.  

• Pre-installed Server operating systems on demand. 

• Windows Server 2008 and 2012 

• Various Linux Flavors 

• Server duplication on demand. 

• Entire server farm duplication on demand. 

• Private and public cloud environments. 

• S3 - Massive online storage 

• Powers a significant amount of the internet. 
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How you can use AWS 

• Training 

• Testing 

• Development 

• Proof of Concepts 

• Production Environments 
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Electronic Compute Cloud Vocabulary 

• Instances 
• Public / Private 

• Amazon Machine Images (AMIs) 
• Quick Start 

• My AMIs 

• Community AMIs 

• AWS Marketplace 

• Key Pair 

• Security Group 

• Elastic IPs 

• Snapshots 

• Volumes 

• Types – Large, Extra Large 

• Start / Stop / Terminate 
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AMI vs Instance 
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Classroom Tips and Tricks 

• Build on a smaller instance than you use for production 

• Test your environment with the lab materials 

• Create AMIs frequently, storage is cheap! 

• Create an AMI or Cloud Front for each of your classes 

• Set save points by lesson in AMI 

• Start an extra instance (or two!) 

• Use VMs for client machines 

• Print out lab material 

• Have login information on the lab material 

• Use Elastic IPs and your own domains  

• Shut down Instances overnight to save money 

• One server for multiple users or  a server for each user! 
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Demonstration of AWS EC2 Control Panel 
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AWS And Vlamis 

• Amazon Web Services (AWS) and Vlamis 

• How we use the AWS environment 

• Vlamis involvement in Test Drive 

• Benefits of Test Drives 

• Vlamis Test Drives 

• Signup Process Overview 

• OBIEE Test Drive 

• BI Publisher Test Drive 

• Live Demonstration of AWS-EC2 

• Questions and Answers 
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Benefits of Test Drives 

• Completely free to the end user 

• Fully configured training environment 

• Backed by the power of the AWS EC2 environment 

• Try it before you buy the Oracle software 

• Repeatable 

• Available 24/7, provisioned on demand in minutes 
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Vlamis Test Drives 

• http://www.awstestdrive.com 
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Signup Process Overview  

• Visit AWS Oracle website or Vlamis.com 

• Click on the Try it Now icon 

• Sign up  

• Receive email with login information 

• Directed to website with dedicated server connection 

information and hands on lab instructions 

• Connect to Server with Remote Desktop 

• Perform Test Drive 
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OBIEE Test Drive 

• Quick overview of OBIEE 11g  

• Create Reports  

• Create Dashboards  

• The lab uses version 11.1.1.6.2 BP1 with SampleApp v207 of 

Oracle BI and showcases the following features:  

• Adhoc reports, 

• Graphs 

• Maps 

• Color-coding 
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BI Publisher Test Drive 

• This test drive covers using Oracle BI Publisher 11g to create 

simple reports from the Oracle Database.  

• Create data connections to multiple sources 

• Create data models 

• Create report layouts using the Layout Editor online 

• Schedule reports 
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Excel Analysis of OLAP Data Test Drive 

• This test drive allows you to see how easy it is to view and 

analyze data using Microsoft Excel from data from the Oracle 

database. 
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Demonstration and Walkthrough 
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Questions? 
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• Amazon AWS 

• http://aws.amazon.com 

• Our Blog 

• http://www.vlamis.com/blog 

• Test Drives on AWS 

• http://awstestdrive.com 
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