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Vlamis Software Solutions, Inc.

l Founded in 1992 in Kansas City, Missouri
l A Member of Oracle Partner Program and 

Express Beta Program Tester
l Designs and implements data marts and data 

warehousing using RDBMS and 
Multidimensional tools

l Specializes in Data Warehousing and 
Business Intelligence using Oracle Express, 
Java, Reports and OLAP applications

l Founder Dan Vlamis is former developer of 
Oracle Sales Analyzer application
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Agenda
l Overview of Oracle Financial Analyzer 6.X
l OFA Express Databases and Catalogs
l MC.CATALOG (Master)
l DM.CATALOG (Dimension)
l FD.CATALOG (Findata)
l HI.CATALOG (Hierarchy)
l RL.CATALOG (Attribute)
l MD.CATALOG (Model)
l LC.CATALOG (Menu Item)
l Demonstration
l Summary
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The OFA Shared Database
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The OFA Personal Database
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OFA Catalogs

OFAS.db

Super.db

Example

MC.catalog (master)                        DM.catalog (dimension) 

FD.catalog (Findata)                        HI.catalog (hierarchy) 

RL.catalog (attribute)                      MD.catalog (model) 

LC.catalog (menu items)                BR.catalog (folder)

BW.catalog (worksheet)                 CO.catalog (component)

DI.catalog (display)                         GR.catalog (graph)

IT.catalog                                         RE.catalog (report) 

SG.catalog (segment)                     SL.catalog (selection)

SS.catalog (solve script)                SO.catalog (solve)     

SELGRP.catalog (selection group)

ASYM.catalog (asymmetric)

SVDIST.catalog (saved distribution)

Shared

DBA 
Personal 
Super

Catalogs (Shared & DBA Personal Super)Database
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Catalog Maintenance
l Catalogs are simply two-dimensional 

Express variables.
l Each catalog is dimensioned by XX.ENTRY 

and XX.PROP where XX is the catalog 
abbreviation.

l Catalog information determines how data is 
stored, formatted, and used.

l Modify catalogs using Express language or 
via a GUI tool, such as OFA Administrator

l The internal object name - RL.AA85072
– Concatenation of the object’s prefix, i.e. RL
– A period
– The user’s unique internal code (AA for DBA)
– A randomly generated number, i.e. 85072
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Renaming Structures

maintain rl.entry rename ‘RL.AA85072’ ‘ACCT.ACCTTYPE’
rename .RL.AA85072r ACCT.ACCTTYPE
limit rl.entry to ‘ACCT.ACCTTYPE’
limit rl.prop to ‘OBJ.NAME’
rl.catalog = ‘ACCT.ACCTTYPE’
update

When renaming attributes and models, modify 
both the XX.ENTRY and XX.CATALOG.

When renaming hierarchies, modify HI.ENTRY 
and FMSHDIM.XXX, where XXX is the 
dimension abbreviation.

Attribute Renaming Example:
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Comparison of Tools

Intermediate Admin

Use Express Administrator or 
Express 4GL

Not ApplicableLC.Catalog*

Menu

Advanced Admin

Recommended for modifying 
complex or large custom models

Novice Admin

Used to create original model

MD.Catalog & 
Model

Intermediate Admin

Optional renaming for Best 
Practice & structure 
maintenance

Novice Admin

Used to create original relation

RL.Catalog & 
Attribute

Intermediate Admin 

Optional renaming & structure 
maintenance

Novice Admin

Create in OFA

HI.Catalog & 
Related 
Structures

Not recommendedNovice Admin

Create in OFA

DM.Catalog &

FD.Catalog

Express Store Procedure 
Language (SPL)

OFA GUI Admin

*Maintenance of the Custom Code is not included in this comparison.
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MC.CATALOG
(Partial List)

-> report w 20 down mc.prop w 15 mc.catalog       

-------------------------------------------MC.CATALOG--------------------------------
--------------------------------------------MC.ENTRY---------------------------------
MC.PROP  HI.CATALOG MD.CATALOG FD.CATALOG RL.CATALOG DM.CATALOG    
-------------------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ----------
CLASS                FMS        FMS        FMS        FMS        FMS             
MODIFIER             NA         NA       NA       NA        NA              
TIME.MODIFIED    NA         NA         NA         NA         NA              
DESCRIPTION       Hierarchy  Model      FinData    Attribute  Dimension       
PREFIX               HI         MD         FD         RL         DM              
CATALOG.TYPE  NA         NA         NA         NA         NA              
ENTRY.DIM.NAME HI.ENTRY   MD.ENTRY   FD.ENTRY   RL.ENTRY   DM.ENTRY        
PROP.DIM.NAME HI.PROP    MD.PROP   FD.PROP    RL.PROP    DM.PROP         
SUPPORT.OBJ    HI.SUPPORT MD.SUPPORT FD.SUPPORT RL.SUPPORT DM.SUPPORT      
DOC.OBJ              HI.DOC     MD.DOC     FD.DOC     RL.DOC     DM.DOC          
FMS.DP.DEL.CATS NA        NA         SO.CATALOG -NA        MD.CATALOG -

FD.SO.REFERS          DM.MD.REFERS    
FD.CATALOG -
DM.FD.REFERS    
HI.CATALOG -
DM.HI.REFERS    
RL.CATALOG -
DM.RL.REFERS    
SL.CATALOG -
DM.SL.REFERS    
DI.CATALOG -
DM.DI.REFERS    
SO.CATALOG -
DM.SO.REFERS 
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OFA Administrator
- Add a Dimension
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DM.CATALOG ( Dimension)
-> report w 20 down dm.prop w 15 dm.catalog

-------------------------------------------DM.CATALOG---------------------------------
--------------------------------------------DM.ENTRY----------------------------------
DM.PROP       TIME    USER    YR       ACCT    GEOGRAPHY   
------------- --------- -------- ------- --------- ----------
CLASS            STD   STD FMS PERSONAL   PERSONAL    
MODIFIER         IRIDEV  IRIDEV  IRIDEV AA  AA              
TIME.MODIFIED NA      NA  NA  99/09/28  99/09/17                                                        

14:55:24 12:59:18
DESCRIPTION      TIME.DESC USER.DESC  YR.DESC ACCT.desc GEO.desc      
PREFIX           TIME   USER  YR ACCT    GEO             
RELATION.OK     NoOne  EveryOne NoOne DBA   EveryOne        
HIERARCHY.OK EveryOne   NoOne     NoOne DBA EveryOne        
MODEL.OK         NoOne      NoOne    NoOne DBA EveryOne        
SORT.OK          NA  NA NO YES YES             
TIMEAGG.USED NO    NO NO YES NA              
VARTYPE.USED  NO     NO NO YES NA              
TIME.AGG         NA NA NA ACCT.AGG NA              
VARTYPE          NA         NA NA          ACCT.BW NA      
COL.LABEL       TIME.LBL.COLNA YR.LBL.COL ACCT.lbl.colGEO.lbl.col
ROW.LABEL       TIME.LBL.ROWNA YR.LBL.ROW ACCT.lbl.rowGEO.lbl.row    
STANDARD   TIME.STD USER.STD YR.STD   ACCT.std GEO.std 
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OFA Administrator –
Add a Financial Data Item
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OFA Administrator –
Sparsity
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FD.CATALOG 
(Financial Data Item)

-> report w 20 down fd.prop w 15 fd.catalog

--------------------FD.CATALOG---------------------
---------------------FD.ENTRY----------------------
FD.PROP                  ACTUALS
-------------------- ---------------
CLASS                PERSONAL
MODIFIER             AA
TIME.MODIFIED        99/09/20

10:27:41
DESCRIPTION          NA
COL.LABEL            NA
ROW.LABEL            NA
MASK                 NA
DIMENSIONS           ACCOUNT

GEOGRAPHY
FISCALTIME

EXPRESSION           NA
STORED               YES
PRIVATE              NA
CLOSENAME            NA
CLOSE.DIMS           NA
LOCKNAME             NA
LOCK.DIMS            NA
WRITENAME            NA
WRITE.DIMS           NA
READNAME             NA
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FD.CATALOG cont.
READ.DIMS            NA
BASE.DENOM           NoScale
SOLVE.TYPE           NONE
SOLVE.NAME
WIDTH                10
DATATYPE             DECIMAL
INDIRECT             NA
SOURCE               NA
BALANCE.TYPE         NA
CURRENCY.TYPE        NA
SET.OF.BOOKS         NA
VARIABLE.ID          NA
BUDGET.VERSION.ID    NA
PSEUDO               NA
CURRENCY.CODE        NA
DATA.DIST.OK         NA
SPARSE               YES
SP_DIMS              CMP.AA45503

<ACCOUNT GEOGRAPHY> FISCALTIME
SCALE                NA
CHART.ID             NA
BUDGET.NAME          NA
ORG.ENTITY.NAME      NA
ENTITY.ID            NA
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HI.CATALOG (Hierarchy)
-> report w 20 down hi.prop w 15 hi.catalog

-------------------------------------HI.CATALOG----------------------------------------
--------------------------------------HI.ENTRY-----------------------------------------
HI.PROP   HI.AA8091      HI.AA84206       FMS.TIME
-------------------- --------------- --------------- --------------
CLASS               PERSONAL        PERSONAL        FMS
MODIFIER             AA              AA      IRI.DEV
TIME.MODIFIED        99/09/17        99/09/17 NA

14:42:46 14:55:46
DESCRIPTION          NA              NA      NA
DIMENSION            ACCOUNT         FISCALTIME     TIME
TYPE                 TREE            TREE            Tree
RELATION.LIST       NA              NA              NA
HIERARCHY.ID         NA              NA              NA
ID.FLEX.CODE         NA              NA              NA
ID.FLEX.NUM          NA              NA              NA
GL.HIER.TYPE         NA              NA              NA
PRIM.HI.OBJ          NA              NA              NA
HIER.DETAILS         NA              NA              NA
GL.ROOT.NODE         NA              NA              NA
SOURCE               NA              NA              NA
LOWEST.LEVEL         NA              NA              NA
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HI.CATALOG Related 
Structures

-> report fmshrel.acct

--------------------------------------FMSHREL.ACCT------------------------------
-----------------------------------------ACCOUNT--------------------------------

FMSHDIM     ASSETS LIAB EQUITIES REVENUES EXPENSES  A10000               
------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ------
HI.AA8091 TOTACCT   TOTACCT   TOTACCT   TOTACCT TOTACCT  ASSETS     

-> report fmshdep.acct

------------------------------------------FMSHDEP.ACCT-----------------------------
---------------------------------------------ACCOUNT-------------------------------
FMSHDIM.ACCT ASSETS  LIAB EQUITIES REVENUES EXPENSES  A10000          
--------- --------- ---------- --------- ---------- ---------- ------
HI.AA8091         1 1          1    1   2       1        

-> report w 10 fmshseq.acct                                      

------------------------------------------FMSHSEQ.ACCT-----------------------------
---------------------------------------------ACCOUNT-------------------------------
FMSHDIM.ACCT    REVENUE    EXPENSES  ASSETS   LIABILITY EQUITY          
------------ -------- --------- ------- ---------- --------
HI.AA8091 2  9     16 23 30

-> report w 10 fmshico.acct                                      
------------------------------------------FMSHICO.ACCT-----------------------------
---------------------------------------------ACCOUNT-------------------------------
FMSHDIM.ACCT REVENUE    EXPENSES ASSETS   LIABILITY EQUITY     A10000     -
------------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------- -------
HI.AA8091  1 1 1 1  1 1               
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HI.CATALOG Related 
Structures cont.
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RL.CATALOG (Attribute)

-> report w 20 down rl.prop w 15 rl.catalog

---------------------RL.CATALOG--------------------
----------------------RL.ENTRY---------------------
RL.PROP                RL.AA85072
-------------------- ---------------
CLASS                PERSONAL
MODIFIER             AA
TIME.MODIFIED        99/09/28

15:05:52
DESCRIPTION          NA
REL.TYPE             ONE
BASE.DIM             ACCT
AGGR.DIM             ACCT.TYPE
OBJ.NAME             .RL.AA85072R
TYPE_B               NA
SELECTION_B          NA
TYPE_A              NA
SELECTION_A         NA
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MD.CATALOG (Model)
-> report w 20 down md.prop w 15 md.catalog

-------------------------MD.CATALOG--------------------
--------------------------MD.ENTRY---------------------

MD.PROP                MD.AA48642
-------------------- ---------------
CLASS                PERSONAL
MODIFIER             AA
TIME.MODIFIED        99/09/22

15:26:28
DESCRIPTION          NA
BASE.DIM             ACCOUNT
COMPILE.NEEDED       NA
VARIABLES            ACTUALS
DIMENSIONS           ACCOUNT
PROGRAM             .MD.AA48642O
RECALC               NA
EQU.VARIABLE         .MD.AA48642E
USER.PROG            NA
NOWARN              NA
MODDAMP              NA
MODERROR             NA
MODGAMMA             NA
MODINPUTORDER        NA
MODMAXITERS          NA
MODOVERFLOW          NA
MODSIMULTYPE         NA
MODTOLERANCE         NA
EXTRA.DIMS           NA
TYPE                LIST
SELECTION            SALES

INT_INC
DIV_INC
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LC.CATALOG

•Create an entry in LC.ENTRY

•Complete the LC.PROP 
entries for the entry, Sort All 
Dimension Values

•Enter the description for the 
menu item in LC.DESC
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Shared Session
To create a shared session with OFA open:

1.  Execute the following command in OFA Express Monitor:

show sharesession (which should return an id, e.g. 1,343,177)

2.  Execute the following path:

drive:\orant\olap\EAD620\Xadmin.exe OEA [xcf file, 
e.g. OES620] [id, e.g. 1343177] [password] 
[userid]

(The userid and password are optional depending on how express is 
set up.)

3.  An Express Administrator session should open with the attached 
OFA database open.

NOTE:  This feature is not officially supported and has not been adequately tested.
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OFA & Express OFA & Express 
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Putting it All Together
l OFA user interface presents all databases as one 

logical database
l OFA uses a series of catalogs in several databases
l Catalogs have numerous interrelationships and 

cross-references
l OFA Administrators can change the behavior of 

OFA by modifying the properties of these catalogs
l OFA Administrator GUI tool allows administrators 

to do basic routine maintenance
l Most customizations require the use of Express 

Stored Procedure Language (SPL) and knowledge 
of the underlying catalogs
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•Oracle Metalink for patches and 
bug fixes
http://metalink.oracle.com/

•IOUG-A Technical Discussion 
Forum and Express Newsletters
http://www.ioug.org/

•Oracle Technology Network for 
software downloads and white papers
http://technet.oracle.com/

OFA Resources
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Karla Loomis
kloomis@vlamis.com
Consultant
Vlamis Software Solutions, Inc.
(816) 781 - 2880 ext. 108
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