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Vlamis Software Solutions, Inc. 

• Founded in 1992 in Kansas City, Missouri 

• Oracle Partner and reseller since 1995 

• Developed more than 200 Oracle BI systems 

• Specializes in ORACLE-based: 

• Data Warehousing 

• Business Intelligence 

• Data Transformation (ETL) 

• Web development and portals 

 

*Exclusive US Supplier of SIMBA MDX Provider for 

Oracle OLAP 
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About Simba Technologies 

 

 

 

• 20 years of data connectivity solutions with leading BI and 

data warehousing companies like Microsoft, Oracle, 

Teradata and SAP 

• Worked on ODBC, OLE DB for OLAP (ODBO)  and MDX 

specs with Microsoft  

• SAP’s Excel solution for its BW warehouse and HANA 

products are built on Simba’s technology 

• The independent expert on direct BI/OLAP connectivity from 

MS-Excel 
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Excel and Oracle Together 

• Oracle is the #1 Database in the World 

• Excel is the #1 BI / Analytical Tool in the World 

• Simba brings Oracle and Excel together in a powerful 

synergy via the “Simba MDX Provider for Oracle 

OLAP” 
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The Simba MDX Provider for Oracle OLAP 
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• No training  

– you already know Excel inside out, 

• No waiting for IT to develop custom queries and 

reports, 

• No expensive Business Intelligence mid-tier to 

burden your IT department, 

• No out-of-date data in your reports, 

• Just all of the powerful ad hoc query, analysis 

and presentation features native to Excel 

working securely with your real-time enterprise 

data.  



Why Oracle OLAP? 

• Oracle OLAP provides in-database, pre-aggregated OLAP 

cubes 

• No need for mid-tier server 

• It’s a very high performance, multi-dimensional BI engine 

• Not just reporting, but “speed-of-thought” data exploration 

• Deal with massive amounts of information 
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Why Excel? 

• Excel is pervasive – it’s on every desktop! 

• Excel’s BI user interface is intuitive and powerful 

• Easy pivoting, slicing, filtering and charting 

• Answers multi-dimensional questions 

• Great for ad hoc BI query, analysis and reporting 

• Integrated with Microsoft Office stack 

• Users often want their final results in Excel anyway 

• Excel 2010 has significantly enhanced BI Capabilities 
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Who’s Using This?  
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Case Study: San Jose State University 

 



Leveraging MDX Provider for OLAP 

Installation /  Setup  /  Usage 
 

Installation: 

 Install SIMBA MDX Provider for OLAP simply by running the Windows 
 Installer Executable  

 

 Note: if running against a local instance of  

 Oracle OLAP, must set TNS_ADMIN  

 environmental variable  

 

Setup: 

 Create a new connection from Excel –SIMBA provides an easy way to 
 directly access ODBC manager from its dialog box 

 

Usage: 

 

 Once logged in, OLAP workspace elements appear as a PIVOT table (and 
 optionally  a PIVOT chart for ad-hoc activities. 

 

 

*Must have access to an OLAP workspace 



Demo:  Sales by Date and Region 

• Say you’re a VP Sales for a large enterprise. 

• You want to see: 

• A break down of sales by region and year 

• A bar graph of the above, but additionally broken 

down by sales channel. 

•               --or maybe a pie chart  

•                              --or maybe by channel 

•                                                       --or maybe . . .  

 

Let’s see a Demo of this. 
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Newer Excel BI Features 

• Visual filtering buttons 

• Trend lines in a cell 

• Re-usable, very asymmetric reporting 

• Advanced filtering  

• “Show Details” through to relational data 

• Conditional Formatting (e.g. traffic light KPIs) 

• Server-side Formatting + Calculated Members 

• Improved PivotTable interface, and ability to hide levels, and 

hide empty rows 

• Cube Formulas allow completely customizable OLAP report 

layout (not just rectangular table) 
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Accessing OLAP Data Via Excel SIMBA 
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Select Measures and Dimensions 
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Drill Down 
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Penetrating Interactive Reports 

Conditional Formats 
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Visually Stunning Dashboards 
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Q & A 

Want to know more? 

 

 Send your favorite Browser to: 

 

                                     
http://www.vlamis.com/simba 
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Creating Brand New Connection 
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More Intuitive Dashboards 

• Consider you’re a BI analyst creating 

an interactive report/dashboard for a C-

level executive 

• Need visual portrayal of filter status of 

region, year and product 

• Shouldn’t require user to collate 

multiple, filter state drop-downs in their 

head 
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What is Selected in the 3 Filters? 
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I Don’t Want to Collate Three of These 

 



More Intuitive Dashboards - Slicers 

• A floating pane of selector buttons  

• Easy to see and set filter state 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Let’s see a Demo 
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Slicers Summary 

• Slicer buttons easily placed in M x N array 

• Slicers on multiple levels of a hierarchy 

• If select state on state-level slicer 

• only cities in that state shown in the city-

level slicer 

• One slicer can control several PivotTables and 

PivotCharts, even across different worksheets 
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Trend Lines in a Single Cell 

• Say you’re a VP Sales that must compare 
sales trends leading to the current month 
across many regions (or products) 

• Visual graphs best portray trends 

• However: 

• You don’t want the clutter of 12 months of 
numbers for each region 

• Nor large graphs for each region in your 
report 

You need Excel 2010 ‘Sparklines’ 
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More Intuitive Dashboards – Sparklines 

• Three types:  Line, Column, and Win Loss 

• Show trends across any table. 

• Many formatting features available 

• Eye-catching and enhances trend spotting 
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Save Filters for Quick Reuse 

• You’re a BI analyst that need to produce a large 

number of dashboards or reports  

• You often work with the same dimension member 

subset over and over again.  E.g.   Certain subsets of: 

• countries,  

• stores, or  

• product lines 

• You want to reduce the number of user steps to select 

your subset, especially when it’s re-used repeatedly 

across many panes of a sophisticated enterprise 

workbook. 
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Save Filters for Quick Reuse 

• Without the help of IT, you’d like to create a 

reusable subset of hierarchy members 
• Examples:   

• List of Spanish speaking countries 

• that are unfortunately not grouped by language in your 

geography dimension 

• A single PivotTable with columns on the left that show past 

actual sales, and a right hand column of projected sales (i.e. 

an asymmetric report ) 

• A saved list of regions with sales over $1M 
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Use a simple-to-create “Named Set” 

• Can be created from either: 

• The current filtered members of a Pivot 

Table row axis or column axis  

• optionally thence further tailored 

• MDX query language statement like Sales > 

$1M 

 

I’ll demo creating a highly asymmetric report 
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Named Sets Summary 

• Powerful in more ways than shown 

• Re-usable on any axis or report filter  

of any PivotTable or PivotChart  

in the entire workbook 

• TIP:  To re-use a named set in another 
PivotTable of your workbook, the other 
PivotTable must use the same “existing” 
connection (not just be created from the 
same existing MS-Office connection .odc 
file) 
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Revenue Share and Rankings 

• You’re a VP of Product Management that 

needs to remove underperforming products 

from the global price list. 

• You decide to examine sales results for the 

past year, and concentrate on the bottom 1% 

of products by sales revenue. 

 

Let’s see a demo. 
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Filtering Summary 

• MDX subqueries now available in “Simba MDX 

Provider for Oracle OLAP” V3.0 enable: 

• Top/Bottom N by Percent or Sum (as 

demoed) 

• Value Filters 

• Label Filters (on attributes/properties of 

members) 
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Drill-Through to Transactional 

• As a Marketing Manager for a computer retailer, you wonder whether 

your products are selling in single quantities per transaction, or more? 

• However, your OLAP cube only allows traditional ‘drill-down’ to the 

product and month levels  

• You need, after selecting the desired month and product, to ‘drill-through’ 

to the underlying transactional data that aggregated into the cell 

 Let’s see a demo. 
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We’ve covered these green features 

• Visual filtering buttons - slicers 

• Trend lines in a cell - sparklines 

• Re-usable, asymmetric reporting – named sets 

• Advanced filtering – value, label, top/bottom N 

• “Show Details” – drill-through to relational data 

• Conditional Formatting (e.g. traffic light KPIs) 

• Server-side Formatting + Calculated Members 

• Improved PivotTable interface, and ability to hide levels, and 

hide empty rows 

• Cube Formulas allow completely customizable OLAP report 

layout (not just rectangular table) 
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Simba MDX Provider for Oracle OLAP 

• Easy-to-use client-side driver for Oracle OLAP 

• Installs in less than 60 seconds 

• It gets out of your way and just works! 

• Allows native Excel BI user interaction 

• No need to learn a BI add-ins menus, query 

builder dialogs, and panes 

• Real-time connection to Oracle OLAP 

• Low total cost of ownership 

• Future-proof: From Excel 2003 to 64-bit Excel 

2010 and beyond 
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Excel and Oracle Database OLAP 

• Simba MDX Provider 

for Oracle OLAP gives 

direct, hot-linked access 

to Oracle Database 

OLAP 

• One version of the truth  

• No spreadmarts 
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How Does It Work? 

• Excel natively connects to OLAP 

providers through the standard 

OLE DB for OLAP (ODBO) 

interface 

• Excel queries using Multi-

Dimensional eXpression (MDX) 

query language 

• The Simba MDX Provider for 

Oracle OLAP analyzes the MDX 

and accesses Oracle Database 

cubes 
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How Does It Work? 

• Oracle OLAP Option is a powerful 

and economical, full OLAP engine. 

• Runs in your normal database 

without a extra mid-tier. 

• Uses database’s security 

• Very scalable: Uses your 

powerful main server 

• No mid-tier costs and 

maintenance 

• No data migration 

41 



What People Are Saying 

Oracle SVP of Data 
Warehousing and 
Analytics: 
   “Customers have voiced their 

interest in a simple solution 
that would enable them to 
view and analyze Oracle 
OLAP data directly from 
within Excel spreadsheets.  
The ‘Simba MDX Provider for 
Oracle OLAP’ enables end-
users to work in that familiar 
spreadsheet environment 
while taking advantage of the 
power and security of the 
Oracle Database.” 
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CFO at large logistics and 
shipping company: 

“No other solution offered us the 
combination of security, 
performance, functionality and 
ease-of-use as Simba’s Excel 
connectivity solution for Oracle 
OLAP. Simba’s MDX Provider for 
Oracle OLAP makes it possible 
for us to query our Oracle OLAP 
data directly from Microsoft 
Excel. We’ve been able to 
securely provide our extended 
agent and user base with an 
easy way to perform self-service 
BI analysis and reporting on 
harmonized data that drives 
greater efficiency organization-
wide.” 



Q & A 

Want to know more? 
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Appendix 
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Server Side Formatting 
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Excel Services 

• For another way to avoid ‘spreadmarts’, Microsoft 

SharePoint supports centralized publishing of Excel 

PivotTables and PivotCharts connected to OLAP 

• Open latest spreadsheet from SharePoint in a ‘thin’ 

web client  

• Thin, but can drill, slice, filter, sort, and refresh 

• User doesn’t even need latest version of Excel 

• Excel’s conditional formatting is active after drill 

• Data source connection specs and access is 

securely managed by SharePoint administrator 
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Excel Services Thin Client 
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Excel with Oracle OLAP 

• With Simba MDX Provider for Oracle OLAP: 

• Get hot connections to Oracle OLAP 

• Not just data import 

• Drag and drop BI usability 

• no complex query builder or formulas to learn 
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